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landmarks
hydration, frequent biochemical monitoring and availability 
of dialysis. This aggressive supportive approach has effectively 
reduced the toxicity due to tumour lysis. The patients also 
received dexamethasone by infusion to block the effects of IL-6 
release. In patients with white blood cell counts > 200,000, 
60% required dialysis1 and the authors recommend against 
using flavopiridol in such patients. In those selected for this 
study, the overall response rate was 48% with some durable 
responses. Seven patients went on to allogeneic transplant 
and six were able to be retreated, with further response to 
flavopiridol. This agent requires experience to administer safely 
but may be very useful in selected patients as a bridge to 
transplantation. Plans are underway to test flavopiridol in 
combination with other agents in relapsed CLL with high-risk 
cytogenetic abnormalities and as maintenance therapy. nŒ
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